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The LIFE Programme is the EU Programme for Environment and 
Climate Action.

As such, it is one of the key contributors to the European Green Deal
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Nature and 
Biodiversity

Circular 
Economy 

and Quality 
of Life

Climate 
Change 

Mitigation and 
Adaptation

Clean Energy 
Transition

Supporting the transition 
to a circular economy and 
protecting and improving
the quality of EU’s natural 
resources, including air, 
soil and water among 
others

halting and reversing loss 
of wildlife habitats and 
species across all sectors

supporting implementation 
of the 2030 energy and 
climate policy framework, Actors:

1/3 Sme and Large enterprises
1/3 public authorities
1/3 NGO and civil society organisations

Not a research programme:
to develop, demonstrate, promote and 
stimulate the scale up of innovative
techniques, methods and approaches:
- Nature conservation & restoration
- Zero pollution and Circular economy 

solutions 
- Climate Mitigation, Adaptation and 

Governance

Impact:
Support the development, monitoring and 
implementation of EU environment and 
climate policy
Innovation + Close to market + Replication 
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Different scenarios (SAP Standard Action Projects)

ENV - CLIMA NAT CET

• Bottom-up
• 60% contribution
• Bottom-UP
• Flexible & impact 

oriented

• Bottom-up
• 60-75% contribution
• Bottom-UP
• Flexible & 

nature/restoration 
oriented

• Top down
• CSA 
• 90-95% contribution
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Application phase (SAP)

project duration? 

The duration you need! (Tipically between 2 and 10 years)

Project’s budget?

The budget you need! (Tipically between 1 and 10 millions)

How many partners do you need?

All the partners necessary to achieve your results
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How to set the elements of a good LIFE (SAP)

Topic and solution:

- Are you focused on the topic ? Even if bottom-up, the field of intervention must be 
clearly in line with the programme.

Innovation and Impact:

- Be prepared: the baseline should be well known, not investigated at the beginning of 
the project

- Compare your solution with the best ones. Why your solutions should be applied
instead of other (good) ones?

- Clarify your objectives, with the core results to be achieved before the end of the 
project

- Foresee the impact in NUMBERS, to be compared with the NUMBERS of the baseline
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How to set the elements of a good LIFE

Partnership:

- Justify the presence of each partner

- Distribute roles clearly, avoiding duplication

- Who is going to use the project’s results after the end? The final beneficiary is in the 
partnership or not?

Quality:

- Management, monitoring, communication are all set in place according to the 
programme recommendations (beware to mandatory deliverables and tasks!)

- How do you afford the replicability and the replication of your solution?

- The description of the technical tasks: clearly described, who does what, when and 
where

- Delverables and milestones, the GANTT
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How to set the elements of a good LIFE

Value for money

- The Life Budget is not a lump sum budget

- Following Horizon Europe rules, but:
- Volunteers, equipment with full costs and listed depreciated items
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How to set the elements of a good LIFE

Value for money

- Allocation of person months
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How to set the elements of a good LIFE

- Every expenditure must be detailed and linked to the action (WP or tasks, avoid sub-
tasks) even if the form does not explicitly require it

- . 
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Life : evaluation
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Life : evaluation

Bonus points:

Bonus 1: The proposal offers exceptional synergies and promotes significant cobenefits
between LIFE sub-programmes. (2 points).

Bonus 2: The proposal is primarily implemented in the Outermost Regions. Where specific
regional features are relevant to the needs addressed in the call for proposals, e.g. islands
for waste, coal-intensive regions for clean energy, etc., the bonus could be extended to
other geographical areas with specific needs and vulnerabilities (2 points).

Bonus 3: The proposal substantially builds on or up-scales the results of other EU funded
projects. (2 points).

Bonus 4: The proposal offers an exceptional catalytic potential. (2 points).

Bonus 5: The proposal envisages a transnational cooperation among eligible countries
essential to guarantee the achievement of the project objectives. (2 points).
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Life : implementation

- Consortium Agreement: the DESCA model

- A dedicated person responsabile for the management and at least
a financial officer

- The monitors. Do not underestimate their willingness to help your
Life in achieving the best results.

- Ambitious but realistic: the actual implementation matters

- adjustements, amendments, but under control

- Set everything during the project to allow an inpact after the 
project itself. This is actually the most important value for your
Life project.
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